THE HISTORICAL MUSEUM OF CRETE 
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A visit to the Historical Museum of Crete will bring to life for you the history and culture of Crete, from the first centuries of the christian era to our present time.
The museum, housed in the neoclassical residence of the Kalokairinos family, was founded in 1952, on the initiative of Andreas Kalokairinos, by the Society for Cretan Historical studies.
The collections are displayed on three floors, arranged chronologiacally and by subject.

Medieval and Renaissance Collection:
Byzantine, Venetian and Turkish sculpture and epigraphs; frescoes from the 13th to the 16th centuries; portable icons of the Cretan School from the 15th to the 18th centuries; ecclesiastical vessels and vestments ; wood carvings; coins; jwelry and miniatures from the Byzantine and Venetian periods.
The collection contains the only painting on Crete by Domenicos Theotokopoulos (El Greco): View of mount Sinai and the Monastery, c. 1570.

Collection of the Struggle for Independence: 
Memorabilia from the Cretan insurrections of the 19th century and the period of the Independent cretan State(1898- 1913). The collection includes flags, weapons and portraits of isurgent leaders.

Collection of folk arts:
Hundreds of representative examples of cretan folk art (weaving, embroidery, lace, jwelry, small objects musical instruments, etc.).
A life size replica of the interior of a traditional cretan village home.

Nikos Kazantzakis room:
The desk, library, personal belongings and manuscripts of many of the great writer's works.

Emmanuel Tsouderos room;
The desk the library and personal mementoes of the man who was Prime minister at the battle of Crete (1941).Engravings, maps, rare editions and a collection of Cretan stamps.
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El Greco View of
mount Sinai and the Monastery of St. Catherine



The Deposition of Christ
a painting of 17th century 
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Relief with scene of hunting 
(probably 12th century) 
from the top part of a well, Candia 
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Gold Byzantine coins of 
Nikiphoros Phocas 
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Woven band depicting knights 
holding flags of the cretan republic.
(19th-20th century) 

The City of Iraklion 
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Koules (Castello del Molo) 
	Iraklion is the biggest city in Crete (and fifth in Greece) with a population in excess of 120000. It concentrates most of the economical activity of the island, and is the main port of entry to Crete for the majority of visitors. The Iraklion airport receives approximately 15% of the total tourist traffic of Greece.



	Sights
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Fountain of the Lions
History is very much alive in Iraklion just like in most Greek cities. The central square while surrounded by cafes, stores and restaurants, is dominated by the fountain of the Lions, built by Morozini the venetian governor in 1628.
The Town Hall, is today housed in the Venetian Loggia, a building from the same era. 
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The Central Market
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Koubes 
At the end of the central market is a coffee house, housed at the "Koubes" a fountain built by the Turks when they converted the nearby church of the Saviour to the Valide mosque. All around the old part of the city ,a visitor can walk following the old Venetian walls that meet at a bastion, called "Koules", that dominates the old harbour of the city . 
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Koules
The visitor to Iraklion should definitely visit the archaeological site at Knossos and the Archaelogical Museum of Iraklion that houses most of the Minoan findings in Crete. Special attention should also be paid to the Historical museum of Iraklion that houses findings from the early Christian era to today and the Museum of Natural History.


