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The Pousada de Palmela, which was opened in 1979, has been accommodated inside the Castle, built on the last foothill of the Arrábida Natural Park. at an altitude of approximately 238m, this a dominant feature which overlooks the whole of the surrounding region of Costa Azul. The ancient castle had originally been founded by the Romans and was captured from the Moors by Afonso Henriques in the 12th century and later given to the monks of the Order of Saint James. Little remains of the original fortification: the circular towers are attributed to the Romans and the square towers to the Arabs. The keep is from the time of the Master of Avis and the most modern 

fortifications, designed for the use of cannons, are from the time of Pedro II.
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Inside the castle walls are the 
Igreja de Santa Maria do Castelo - reduced to a beautiful ruin which retains nothing from the time of its original foundation in the 12th century. It was subject to a number of architectural alterations in the 15-16th century
Igreja de Santiago - a 15th century church. Its walls are lined with beautiful 17th century azulejos and it contains a number of 16C armorial tombstones
In the town of Palmela:
Igreia de São Pedro - a 17th century church. Its inside walls are entirely covered with azulejos depicting scenes from the life of Saint Peter. 
Pillory erected in 1645
Capela da Misericórdia - famous for its walls lined with 17th century azulejos


