KNOSSOS
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Knossos is the site of the most important and better known palace of Minoan civilization, whose ruins, which have been excavated from the 1900 from Evans, are some of the most suggestive and significant ruins of the Mediterranean. According to tradition, it was the seat of the legendary king Minos. The Palace is also connected with thrilling legends, such as the myth of the Labyrinth with the Minotaur, and the story of Daidalos and Icaros. 
The site was continuously inhabited from the Neolithic period (7000-3000 B.C.) until Roman times. After its partial destruction in 1450 B.C., Knossos was settled by Mycenaeans from the Greek Mainland. The city flourished again during the Hellenistic period (sanctuaries of Glaukos, Demeter, other sanctuaries, chamber tombs, north cemetery, defensive towers) and in 67 B.C. it was captured by the Roman Quintus Caecilius Metelus Creticus.
The gorgeous building, which is a typical example of cretan palaces, was the seat of civil, military and religious power. Every kind of hand-made articles were produced there (weapons, utensils, potteries, drapers, jewels) and alimentary provisions were ammassed.
The palace hadn’t any special defences. The plant  of the town weren’t rigid, so it could have been enlarged for every necessity. Rooms always were faced gardens which permitted a natural illumination and the air circulation.
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The most important monuments of the site are: 

The Palace of Knossos. It is the largest of the preserved Minoan palatial centres. Four wings are arranged around a central courtyard, containing the royal quarters, workshops, shrines, storerooms, repositories, the throne room and banquet halls.
The Little Palace. It lies to the west of the main palace and has all the features of palatial architecture: scraped wall masonry, reception rooms, a pristyle hall, a double megaron with polythyra (pi er-and-door partitions) and a lustral basin-shrine.
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The Royal Villa. It lies to the NE of the palace and its architectural form is distinguished by the polythyra, the pillar crypt and the double staircase, with two flights of stairs. It might have been the residence of an aristocrat or a high priest. 
House of the Frescoes. It is located to the NW of the palace and is a small urban mansion with rich decoration on the walls.
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Temple Tomb. It is located almost 600 m. to the south of the palace and was connected with the "House of the High Priest" by means of a paved street. It seems that one of the last kings of Knossos was buried here.
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Together with the Palace of Knossos we also have the legend of the labytinth; these tales seemed just to be Greek legend until Sir Arthur Evans' archeological excavations in the first quarter of the 20th century: according to Greek mythology, Daedalus, the Athenian craftsman, architect and inventor who designed for King Minos of Crete the labyrinth in which was imprisoned the Minotaur, a man-eating monster that was half man and half bull. The labyrinth was so skilfully designed that no one could escape from the maze or the Minotaur. Its conception was possibly derived from the elaborate floor plan of the palace at Knossos. Daedalus revealed the secret of the labyrinth only to Ariadne, daughter of Minos, and she aided her lover, the Athenian hero Theseus, to slay the monster and escape. In anger at the escape, Minos imprisoned Daedalus and his son Icarus in the labyrinth. Although the prisoners could not find the exit, Daedalus made wax wings so that they could both fly out of the maze. Icarus, however, flew too near the sun; his wings melted, and he fell into the sea. Daedalus flew to Sicily, where he was welcomed by King Cocalus. Minos later pursued Daedalus but was killed by the daughters of Cocalus
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