Hagia   Triada
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The sarcophagus of Hagia Triada is one of the most important finds of Minoan art. It has fantastic decorations of XV century B.C., they are extraordinary recordings of centralizing role of women  in Crete and, at the same time, a fundamental source of information about religious and cultural rituals.    

It has been found in a tomb near the Hagia Triada’s Palace and it is very probable that it was used as a royal sepolture.
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On the west side there has been figured the priestesses: one of them, dressed with coloured and elegant dress, the other woman dressed with sheep leather and she was offering a sacrifice.

On the east side of it, there are also priestesses that pour something from a vase to a crater; the vase is situated between two two-edged axe and, on it, black birds [the two-edged axe was the symbol of Minoan civilization and it probably had a divinatory and propitiatory use].
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On the lateral side of the sarcophagus there has been figured some goddess on a cart trained by two goats in one case and two winged gryphons in the other case.

