Belèm Tower
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	The district where stay the greatest testimonies of the gotic decorations, often with nautic theme, that has take the name by manuelino(from king Manuel I) is the district of Belèm, or rather Bethlehem in Portuguese.  Times before, Belèm was an own propriety locality(a common), now it’s a suburbs of Lisbon.

In the monumental zone it’s included new building too and all this beautiful is assembled around the spacious gardens near the river Tago.

One of the more famous monument of Lisbon is the tower of Belèm(1515-1521), building like a lighthouse and a strength for the Restelo’s port.

In it’s architecture has reflecting the influence of Marocco Moresco.

	
	


	When the tower were built it was in the centre of the river Tago, then was covering with sand and, all about, after the earthquake in 1755 the tower was approached at the mainland. Today you can enter in it by a gangway.
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	The “sentinel” of the Tago is a Manuel’s jewel: three stairs adorned by little towers,  renaissance’s balcony, mysterious decoration.

If you look out the windows and the balcony you can see a fantastic view on the Tago.

In the photo near here there is the bridge of 25 avril.
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