Michala Vratilova and the Folklore dancing


Michala Vratilova – a 16 year old, born on 20th April, who has been attending the gymnasium of Jan Palach for the past year and a half. She does professional folk dancing with a well-know dancing group named “Vycpalkovci”. Here’s a little interview to find out more about her dancing activities.

How long have you been dancing? What made you start at first?
Well, I’ve been dancing for around 12 years, and the reason why I started is mainly because of my parents and family members who are professional dancers, so they pretty much brought me to dancing at a very young age. 

[image: image1.jpg]



Did you plan on doing dancing for such a long time once you started as a kid?

Yes, i always looked up to my parents, specialy in case of dancing. But again we’ll see what I‘m gonna end up doing... Who knows.... 


Do you plan on doing dancing in your future life?

Oh, I’d honestly really like to, but it’s not as easy as it sounds, I mean especially now days, where culture isn’t what it used to be and people in general are loosing the interest in it. What I’m basically trying to say is that I’m not sure if I could live off just dancing, I mean it’d probably be great and lots of fun and all, but let’s face it, most dancers don’t earn that much. You really have to work extremely hard and be the best of the best.  On the other hand I’d like to at least dance in musicals or some kind of theatre plays, but not as a full time job. Oh and also you can only dance once you’re in good physical shape, which obviously you aren’t all life long, only like ‘till the age of, I don’t know 35(?). That means, it’s good to have some kind of different education as well for your future life.

(Above: 2 “Vycpalkovci” members dancing in traditional garbs at one of the summer festivals.)

Why’d you choose this specific genre and what do you like about it the most?

Actually, throughout those 12 years I’ve tried lots of different dancing styles and genres (like for example street dance, funky, disko dance, show dance, balet, aerobic, or step) and I found folk the most interesting and fun out of all these, plus you get to travel a lot, because of all these folk festivals there are all around the world, and you know, I really enjoy that as well.
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(Above: another picture from one of Michala’s dancing shows)

What do you think of other types of dancing and what type of dancing is your favorite?

I like everything what has something to do with dancing. Also I like trying new things, so hard to compare, I don‘t think i truly can.

Does this out of school activity affect your school life and your free time in general?

Don’t all out school activities affect our school life and life in general? And isn’t it the other way around too? No, wait, I know what you’re asking and I don’t think so. Maybe sometimes I more tired. But in case of school work I can handly it fine.

How often do you practice?

Twice a week and over weekends, if there’re a show coming up, which isn’t always that much fun, sometimes I would rather just chill out, do some other stuff, you know? 

Does your dancing group travel a lot? What’s the most interesting place you and your group have visited so far?

Oh yeah! Usually few times a year we go abroad to international dancing festivals, mostly during summer holidays and we also travel around the country pretty often throughout the whole year period. The most interesting place was definitely the USA, where we went for 3 weeks during last July. That was so much fun, you get to see a completely different world compared to Europe and the people’s attitudes are other that here! And the bonus of it all was that my English improved a lot!

Has your dancing ever come in handy in any situation?

of course it has. I love going to balls and all kinds of parties.  And there it’s sure good to know how to dance properly, isnt it?
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