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Valentino Rossi

Nationality: Italian

Nicknames: Rossifumi, The Doctor

Bike #: 46

Current team: Fiat Yamaha Team

World Championships: 7(1996,1997,1999,2001,2002,2004,2005)
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On the right “Vale” and 

Colin Edwars celebrate 

the 1st and the 

3rd place!

Valentino Rossi was born on 16th February 1979 in Urbino, Marche ,and grew up in the town of Tavullia . next to Urbino. Son of Graziano Rossi, a former motorcycle racer, he first jumped on a bike at the age of two, and his astounding career progressed  very quickly:Rossi's first racing love was actually go-karts. Valentino won the regional kart championship in 1990. At the time, a new craze had taken over. The minimoto had now become his weapon of choice, and before the end of 1991, he had won 16 regional races.

Now he is an Italian professional motorcycle racer sport and multiple MotoGP World Champion. He is widely considered one of the best motorcycle racers of all time, with 7 World Championships.

1996 - He won his first World Championship Grand Prix  for Aprilia in the 125cc category. at                                                        BRNO -CZECH REPUBLIC 
1997  - With 11 wins in 15 races he wons the World Championship in 125cc.

1999-  He won the title in 250cc, collecting 5 pole positions and 9 Grand Prix wins along the way.

 2001 - He had turned out to be the swansong for the 500cc World Championship with Honda
  2002  - It was the inaugural year for the MotoGP bikes. .Rossi won an astounding 8 of the first 9 races of the season, eventually claiming 11 victories in total.

- 2003- Rossi claimed 9 pole positions as well as 9 GP wins to his third consecutive World Championship. The Australian GP at Phillip Island  in 2003 is considered to be one of Rossi's greatest career moments

- In 2004 in Valencia. it was a painful blow to both Gibernau and Honda;  Valentino Rossi ended up with 304 points to Gibernau's 257, with Max Biaggi 3rd with 217 points.

- In 2005  He joined Yamaha,Rossi captured his 7th World Championship and 5th straight MotoGP Championship. He finished with a total of 367 points, an incredible 147 points ahead of 2nd place finisher Marco Melandri (220 pt), and Nicky Hayden finishing 3rd with 206 points.

- The 2006 MotoGP season started off with Rossi, once again, being the favourite to take the Championship, but he had trouble in the first half of the season.. Rossi crashed early in Valencia ,the last race, and Hayden went on to win the 2006 MotoGP Championship. Rossi finished the season in 2nd place.

Now Valentino Rossi has returned to MotoGP for the 2007 season riding the new Yamaha YZR-M1 800cc.

[image: image3.jpg]bwin.com





By  SALAROLI CLAUDIO

