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Country: Spain 
Capital: Madrid
System of government: Parliamentary Monarchy 
Population:  44.108.530 people
Religion: Catholics (66.7%), other religions (1.2%), 

No religion (32.1%) 

Language: Spanish (Castellano)

Member of the EU since: 1986
Currency: Euro
National sport: Football

ITEMS:

Country : Spain

Capital: Madrid

System of Government: The political system of Spain is very different from other European countries.  With the death of Francisco Franco in 1975, the government of Spain began a time of transition in which a parliamentary monarchy was made in 1976.  Since then Spain has become a country with democratic elections, right civilians, autonomic competitions, and official languages which did not exist during the dictatorship of Franco.  The Spanish Constitution was established in1978.Spain was made into a parliamentary monarchy, with a prime minister responsible for the congress  deputies and a Senate chosen every 4 years.  The Spanish parliament is a bicameral parliament that consists of the Congress of Deputies (the House of Representatives) and the Senate (the Senate).  The dominant Spanish political subjects today are terrorism, unemployment, immigration, conflicts, and decentralization of the power from the government to the independent regions.

Population: 40.037.995 (est. July  2001) 32.562.163 The Spanish population located itself in 1994 in something more than 39 million inhabitants.  Its growth has been very small ever since, at the moment growth is zero and anticipating a diminution of population in the mid term.

          According to the forecasts of the National Institute of Statistics, if the possible immigration is not considered, the Spanish population will begin to diminish at the end of the Nineties until reaching about 35 million inhabitants around the 2020. The population and the present Spanish society are a community totally developed, with the problems of any rich European country.

    The distribution of the population in Spain as a model is concentrated in the regions of the periphery and Madrid, whereas the regions of the interior are more depopulated.  

Religion: It guarantees the religious freedom and cult of the individuals, and assures relation cooperation between the public powers and all the religious confessions. The catholism is the most popular religion of the country.  Four of each five Spaniards consider themselves as catholic.  Following the catholic religion, the atheists or agnostics suppose 12% and other minority religions the 1,7%. 

Nevertheless, that many Spaniards are made call catholic although really they are not medical instructors.

Language: The official language in Spain is the Castilian, but some regions also use other languages of their own culture.  There are three other official languages in different regions of Spain: gallego in the west, euskera in the north and Catalan in the northeast.
Member; Spain is a member of the European Union since 1986.

Currency; Euro.

NATIONAL SPORTS ; Soccer is considered in Spain as the king sport; Other sports that are very popular in Spain are: golf, waterpolo, volleyball (this is one of the most popular team sports in Spain). In the Canary Islands there are traditional sports like billarda, the canary ball, calabazo, the stone rise, the plow rise the canary fight and the pelotamano.

MUSIC ; Folkloric music in Spain is as varied as are its regions.  Nevertheless there are music extended throughout the peninsula that, with time, have varied becoming different in each region or even disappeared in some of them. There are: Cante, Jondo songs or Flamenco, chotis, cuplé, jota muñeira, pasodoble, Canary Isa, sardana, pardicas... 

Tourism in Spain;

Spain is a tourist country, millions of tourists are attacted every year by its beaches, the abundant artistic patrimony of the country, and the variety of gastronomically supplies, it is also a beautiful and rich nation in cultural patrimony of the world.  The tourism is one of the main bases of the economy of Spain.  In previous decades the tourism of sun and beach was promoted, to which it contributed (and it contributes) a climate rather warmer and sunny than the one in other European countries.  The temperatures in summer usually vary between the 20º and 40º , and many regions have more than 300 days of sun to the year, with dry summers.  Many coastal localities, specially in Levante, have hotels and gigantic apartments at the beach.  The north of Spain has a colder and humid climate.  Many Spaniards and foreigners feel attracted by the Way of Santiago or the celebrations of San Fermín.  There are many cliffs, but also calm and separated beaches.  The Spanish gastronomy ample and is varied, with typical plates like the paella, the Madrilenian stew and the covers.  The olive oil, of which Spain is the first producing country, is used in a great variety of plates, and very is appreciated in other countries.  In the last years the interest by the cultural tourism in Spain has grown.

· Monuments; Cathedral of Oviedo· San Juan de Baños in Palencia· Castle of Calatrava the New one (Real City)·Monastery of Santa Maria of Orchard·The Alhambra Monastery of Poblet·Mosque of Cordova· Monastery of Santa. La Sagrada Familia

· Tourist routes; ·Route of the White Towns in the province of Cadiz· Route of the drum and the big drum in Teruel· Route of the Toro in the province of Cadiz· Route of the Silver·Way of Santiago


SUGGESTION; 

we have a map of Spain, in which you can see the different regions in Spain.

In the southern coasts the gastronomical speciality is fresh fish and the beaches are long. I would suggest a visit to Andalucía with its rich Moroccan culture.
